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gpraleen line remains. ) He also added
Mishbaek in which Jesus instructs his
disciples, “Tts hean said that vou showld
hate voiir enamilag, but o lu||5llg}'13u-
kil hawie B by l.'L1|'_'."|'||||.|:'.'.-.1'|.'-|.'|'| theige
whove hurt you,” Despite some lin-
gering discomfort, leading national
Jewish groups are not calling for a
|_1r_'.:.'|_'u||: !";il_:r':-i the American Jewizh
Committee’s Habbl James Hudin: <1
respect Mr. Gibson and his faith, and
his right to make thiz film,”

Wiy lsn"t Gibson in the movie?
Heg L-:.':||,||:'r'-ri-:'I'|:l.-_ [t's the directors lait
hand nailing Jesus (o the cross, The
cameo is more than a Hitcheockian
gimmick. Gibson leels his telilng of the
Fasston haolcls wld il.||'.l:|.|rl.il_'.-'r|ﬂ.=|:t||||:1|||I|-
for thee denth of Jesas, And, e has said,
“I'm first on line for culpabiioe [ did iw”

By Allison Adato, Tom Gunoeff and Amy
Longsdaef in Los Angeles, Kathy Ehrich and
Dande| 5, Lewy in Mew York City, Pam Grout in
Chicagn, Macon Morshouss in Washisgion,
[LC., Margaret Melsan in Miroeapolis &nd
Praxilia Trabatiom in Rome

SELLING THE PASSION

Gibgan has joked tat thene will be na

to ralighous keaders to see if we

conmeying the same thing they hope

b =hara with thedr churches,

|
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THE JEWWELRY x
Santa Ana, Calif., designer ,
Bob Slemon [who helped
pospielanze “Wihat Wauld lesus
Do?" braceletis) is cranking

awt 5,000 pewter nall pandants
a day {516.99, right]. Also

far sale: eharms that read

“Passion” in Aramaie.

T e

No screen-to-pagn
novelization, this s the
New Testamemnt with Jim
Cavierel on the cover.
Offering them ai
549,50 for a case of
50, the Infernational
Bible Society has sold
132,000 so far,

THEBACECAR -2 L A

Interstate Batteries chair Borm Milker
loves Jesus—and NASCAR, The maln

spansor for driver Bobby Labonte, he used
the hood to promote the movie, (Labonte

placed 11th at the Daytona 500.)
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BY LEAHM ROZEN
il tha fype and con-
trovemsy aside, how =

(e Passion of the Chst as a
mowie? Problematc and
unsetting. Diractor-cosrite
Me! Gibson has madea & highiy
persanal. nasmowly focusad
film that will poalanza viewars
with many
ncludim g myse i
puit off By it= un
redanding viniance
and you-bather
already-snow-the-backstary-
hiecausa-thena's-going-to-be-
ni-sxplaining-hers appoach
in this recounting of lesus’
ast 1.2 pours of iife. i =, of
caurse, Glbsan's dght o meke
awacty the fikm he wanis, but
hig i= & exclugsionany rathar
an an Mclisaonany iskn,

1 PECPLE

Tha viedanca &5 ceasehass
and graphic. In a mavie about
compassion, Gibson S
it for his audience, 1S nol
st han we sae g im
Canvippal) being whipged by
Haman guanrds, Dul that ihe
flaying drags an and an,
with kiving closa-ups of the
S EE MRS O0Ring Brim
w0, Durng the Crusfmon

Jim Caviezel's besus
suffars mightiby—as will
vllemce-aversa viewars

b spurls gaysariiko, and
thie saundtrack revarbenalbes
willi the Crunch o boaes 88
Chdisls Rancs and 16l are
fAled 10 thes cross,

Whal's Eacking in Passian
a movie of compelling visuals
and econsmical, alten wod
less sinnelling, 5 any Sense
o confext or charaster devel
e, Jegus sptters mightl
Iy, But the greaiest jpumey his
clargeier actually makes |5
the physacal one up thea hill T
E-;|I|-}_|I,h3 Alehaugh the Nilm &
sprnkled with flashbacks ol
Chidel’s lite [including ane
shawing ofl his innovaive
Lable-smaking shilks), it's alten
unciaar wha's who and whisl's
whit unless you &noa o
Gospets. Mary Magdalana
iMonica Bellucci] seems

simply an atracthe waman
whi's dessted o Jesis and
e imecithes, A [he Passion &
fumsy an what Chs! hes actu
ally @one 10 50 Anged the Jew
Igh high priests calling for his
deatn. Wikl the film enoaursgs
antl-semitiEmy Possibéy; the
MiIgh pnests are depicted as &
srarling, Dlooathirsty (ot but
then agam, the Roman guards
are apgallingly nasty too

The actng, with & large
Internatanal cast spagking
Aramalc, Latin and Heorew, 15
generally solid. There's little of
the grandstanding familar
fram eacdier Dlolical emcs ard
even Tewer bad wigs. Cavars|
Mk Tar A msanly, sne
nole lesas, & willing mamy
wh Knows he's headed 0 a
ba e place

E For mane, o 1o www.people.com o AOL [Keywand: People]




